
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Bill Retzlaff 

Department: Biology/Environmental Science 

Email Address: wretzla@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-2728 

Campus Mail Box: 1608 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student and up to four additional unfunded students. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[x] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[x] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

9-11 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

BIOL or ENSC independent research courses, variable credit hours. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

On-campus. 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking students from these 

areas: -- sustainability 

 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

URCA Assistants in my research lab will work as a team to evaluate sustainable green infrastructure 

systems. Projects may include green roof and green wall applications as well as urban gardening and 

solar projects. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

URCA Assistants will develop their own independent research project, conduct the project, analyze the 

results of their experiment, and report the results of their experiment to their peers. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

URCA Assistants will learn how to conduct a scientific experiment to evaluate the performance and 

effectiveness of sustainable green infrastructure systems. 

 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

n/a 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

Almost all of our projects currently are on campus. If we need to go off-campus we can arrange a car-

pool. 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

no course pre-requisite. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

Students must be able to work in high places and pass ladder training! 


